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Sri G.V.G. Visalakshi College for Women (Autonomous), Udumalpet
has become a Partner Institution of Indira Gandhi National Open University

from June 2008
OUR COLLEGE

About five decades ago, in 1852, Sri G.V.G. Visalakshi College appeared on the academic map
of Tamilnadu as the first Women's College in Coimbatore District. Set in idyllic environs the
stone edifice of the college stands as an eternal monument of the philanthropy and foresight of
the founder Sri. G.V. Govindaswamy Naidu, who envisioned a futurity of emancipated
womanhood of the socially, economically and culturally backward rural society of Udumalpet in
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his days. His posterity, the Correspondent Mrs. G. Rajalakshmi and the Managing Trustee,
Dr. V. Genguswamy Naidu have fostered and nurtured the spirit of their sire over the years
enlarging the scope and variety of higher education offering a multiplicity of traditional and
modern courses. The story of the growth of the college is one of gradual uphill ascent to the
summit of excellence.

Guidelines for Scheme on Convergence of Open & Distance Learning (ODL)
and Conventional Systems

|. Introduction

The Indira Gandhi National Open University established by an Act of Parliament in 19885, is one
of the leading universities in the world with knowledge and capabilities in the area of Open and
Distance Learning. The University provides seamless access to education at all levels ranging
from Awareness Programmes to Doctoral Degrees. It provides Self Learning Materials (SLMs)
strongly supported by multimedia learning packages and internet-based pedagogy. Latest
technological aids and support through satellite based education are also being used to
address the areas of convergence of educational systems and enhance flexible and blended
learning. Internationally ODL and technology-enabled Distance Education is gaining acceptance
for mass higher education in the areas of liberal arts, humanities, social sciences, languages,
literature, mathematics, statistics, teacher education, commerce, computer and information
sciences, management sciences and to a considerable extent even in basic experimental
sciences. In order to meet the projected X| Plan access rates for tertiary education: clustering
of institutions, optimal utilization of existing resources, credit transfer and mutual recognition
of programmes (ODL and conventional system) are some of the steps being initiated to have a
flexible system. Enhancing access through conventional expansion requires doubling of the
physical facilities and .human resources in higher education institutions which is rather
difficult to realize. To partially overcome these constraints, a synergy of ODL and Conventional
Systems is the proposed viable alternative.

2. Objectives

The objective of the Scheme is to achieve the projected targets related to access and equity in
Higher Education during the Xl plan. A convergence between the Conventional University
System and the Open and Distance Learning (ODL) System through enhanced and optimal
utilization of the physical facilities, intellectual and knowledge resources in colleges is an
integral part of this Scheme.







